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ABSTRACT 



The present work seeks 10 investigate ami study criticaiiy the 
contribution of Shah Waiiuiiah Muhaddith Dihiawi to Haaith iiierature. Shah 
Waiiuiiah bin 'Abuur Rahim ai-'Umari al-Dihlawi (U14H.-1176H./T703-1762) 
was lived in the eighteenth century C.E., an age of down fall of Muslim 
power, political dissetllement, sociai degeneration and educational backward- 
ness and indigence. 



Shah Waiiuiiah Dihiawi was an unparalleled Islamic scholar, thinker and 
reformer in Indian sub-continent. He spent the whole of his life in ihe service 
of religion and education and worked for the interest of Muslim-society. His 
sole anxiety all the time had been to see the Muslims powerful, strong and 
ruling based upon the Islamic system. He tried all his best to restore the 
Muslims’ power and reform the society and revive the pure religion and 
establish an accurate and complete Islamic educational system. 1 



Shah Waiiuiiah completed his education under his father Shaikh 
Abdur Rahim (d.l 131 H./1718) and other scholars in India and served as the 
teacher in Rahimiyali Madrasah which was established by his father in Delhi 
for twelve years. During this long teaching period he studied deep and widely 
and taught the students different religious and rational subjects, so he got the 
opportunity to reflect over a variety of issues. After studying the fiqh and 
usul of four mazhabs and Hadiths from which they deduced those fiqh and 
usul and by the divine help his heart became satisfied with the method of 
jurists who depend on Hadith (Fuqaha Muhaddithin). 1 



-For details see chapter I, section I, II, HI, pp 1-28 of this thesis 

2 - Shah Waiiuiiah, Al-Juz al-Latif, Malba Ahmadi, Delhi, nd p 27 For details see chaptei 11, 
section II, pp 37-41, section 111, p 47 of this thesis 




Then he went to Hijaz for performing Hajj and obtaining higher 
education in Haditli and fqh and studied under renowned scholars of different 
mazhabs of Makka and Madina with clear heart, attentive mentality and liberal 
attitude. This made him generous, broad minded, tolerable and respectable to 
every Sunni mazhab and prepared himself for accepting the opinion of every 
mazhab if it was supported by the sound Hadith. 1 He tried his best to remove 
the disagreement among the mazhabs and conciliate among them according 
to the sound Hadith and called the nation to leave the conventional rigidity and 
become nearer to each other. 

Shah Waliullah’s 'aqida was the aqida of A hi al-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah 
and especially that of earlier Ash'arites who were according to his opinion 
very nearer to Imam Ahmad bin Hunbal (d.241H./855) in this matter. Shah 
Waliuliah was not pleased with the latest hair- splitter and interpreter 
Ash'arites. Shah Waliuliah has declared openly his disconnection from any kind 
of wrong aqida and disassociation from every opinion which emerged in 
contradiction of the Quran and Sunnah and the consensus of earlier pious and 
mujtahidin of Muslim Ummah. 1 

He was against all sects which are not following the Quran and 
Sunnah directly in the field of 'aqida and taking stand against Ahl al-Sunnah 

wal- Jama aft. Shah Waliullah's opinion and arguments are very clear in this 
matter / 

As for Tasawuf Shah Waliuliah was a reformist Sufi inclining to 
Naqshbandi order and paying glowing tribute to Junaid al-Baghdadi (d.297H./ 
910) and his order. Shah Waliuliah has identified the Tasawuf and suluk and 
their knowledge with ihsan 4 and according to him the target of suluk is to 

2 ' For details see chapter II, section II, pp 41-46 and chapter III, section IV, pp 137-57 0 f this thesis 
- For details see chapter III, section I, pp 88- 100 
-For details see chapter III, section II, pp 101- 109 
-Ihsan see chapter 111, section III, p no 
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attain the ihsan. The Shah has ascribed himself to almost famous sufi- orders 
then he adopted his own order and system, and declared that he was the 
leader of them in his age. According to his opinion the union of all essences 
(wahdat al-wujud) is with universal soul ( nafs kulliya) not with the Essence of 
Allah. He tried his best to remove the disagreement among the sufi- doctrines 
and conciliate among the Sufis. For this purpose he said that the difference 
between wahdat al-wujud and wahdat al-shuhud was merely literal not 
fundamental. 1 

Shah Waliullah was a versatile genius and was respected and accepted 
by almost Muslims for his unusual intelligence, distinguished merit and true 
religious mind. He was a prolific and voluminous writer. As a great scholar, 
world- renowned thinker, famous reformer, profound theologian, unparalleled 
muhaddith, high-ranked faqih, farsighted historian and biographer as well as 
reformist sufi has covered the almost range of Islamic sciences and Muslims' 
life in his works in Arabic and Persian language. 2 The dimension of his life 
and works was spread over all spheres — religion, ethics, politics, judiciary, social 
reform, public administration, economics, Islamic education like - Tafsir, 1 1 adit h, 
Theology, Fiqh,Tasawuf, history, biography, social science etc. which contributed 
to flow and growth of history. His imposing presence in all such fields was 
characteristically distinguished him from other personalities. The chequered 
life of the Shah which covered all sides of life and education is unique in 
the history of Muslims renaissance of the sub-continent. 

He was especially recognized as Muhaddith and wrote many books on 
Hadith and subjects relating to it as well as he included some valuable articles 
on this matter in his Hujjatullah al-Baligha. 3 



'-For details see chapter HI, section 111, pp 110- 131 of this thesis 

- For details of his works see chapter 11, section V, pp 63-87 

- See chapter II, section V, pp 66-70 
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The study of Hadith was available in Indian sub-continent from the 
very begining of Muslim expeditions to this territory and many scholars of 
Hadith arrived in India from other countries and many scholars went to 
another Muslim countries from India and many centres of the study of 
Hadith had been established in different parts of India. Many works on Hadith 
also had been done by many //arf/f/i-scholars. But they could neither establish 
a complete system, nor adopt time-befitting method and syllabus for Hadith 
study. So their teaching was unsystematical, partial, incomplete and scattered 
and many times influenced by conventional rigidity . 1 

Shah Waliullah did a revolutionary change in the study of Hadith. He 
introduce excellent method, syllabus and system of teaching of Hadith. He 
took initiative to train the teachers, and run the institution on good discipline, 
well plan and programme. His teaching of Hadith distinguished by deep thought, 
completeness and including all mother books of Hadith and its science in the 
syllabus. He adopted the policy of non-conventionalism and non- rigidity in his 
teaching. His method of study of Hadith was to study it as Hadith with broad- 
mind and patience and to prefer one to another according to its soundness 
and strongness aparting from supporting any particular mazhab, and respecting 
all Sunni mazhabs and scholars. In his teachings and writings he used all 
kinds of references of all mazhabs and acquainted the students and readers 
of Indian sub-continent with them and tried to make their mind broad and 
their eyes farsighted. He took the study of Hadith out of the prevailing 
classical system and made it dynamic, vital and active . 2 

Shah Waliullah's endeavour to propagate Hadith through revival of its 
teaching and writing monumental works on the subject, set afoot the process 
of Islamic revival in the Indian sub- continent or rather in the whole Islamic 
world during the present era (which begins by the middle of the twelfth 



'-For details see chapter tV, section I, II, III, pp 158-190 of this thesis 

2 

-For details see chapter II, section III, pp 47- 53, and chapter IV, section IV, pp 191- 193 
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century of Hijru and continues to the piesent day). It was such a great 
achievement that overshadowed ail of his literary and intellectual 
attainments, and he came to be known as Muhaddith Dihlawi , which really 
became an adjunct to his name, 

Shah Waliullah as a great muhaddith , faqih and scholar of science of 
Hadith ( usul al-Hadith or ulum al-Huditli) has discussed on the position of 
Hadith in Islamic Shari'ah and given his verdict on this important and 
complicated matter with full confidence and bravery , 1 as well as discussed on 
various terms (mustalahat) relating to the science of Hadith and has given his 
own opinion on its many points scholarly . 2 

Shah Waliullah as a world renowned scholar of Hadith has studied 
almost books of Hadith, its science and biographies of transmitters of Hadith 
and then classified the books of Hadith on a scientific way and has given the 
examples for every class as well as presented his valuable opinion on e\ery 
category. This is a very difficult, hair-splitting and painstaking work has been 
done by this Indian muhaddith, Shah Waliullah . 3 

It is generally said that Shah Waliullah had preferred the Muwatta 
to Sahih ai-BukharL But this opinion is not proved, the fact is that Shah 
Waliullah has mentioned three books on Hadith- the Muwatta, Sahih al-Bukhari 
and Muslim in the first category, and started with the Muwatta because of its 
seniority in compiling age. He placed every book of first category in its own 
position without preference . 4 It is right that he has paid glowing tribute and 
especial attention to the Muwatta. 



'-For details see chapter V, section ], pp 198-206 of this thesis 

2 

- For details see chapter V, section 11, pp 207- 224 

3 - For details see chapter V, section III, pp 225-255 

4 - For details see chapter V, Section 111, pp 231,234, and chapter VI, section 1/A, p 256-269 




Shah Waliuilah did not mention Sunan Ibn Majah in the chapter of 
Categories of Books on Hadith ^ of his Hujjatullah al-Baligha but 

he did not exclude it from the basic books on Hadith. He has mentioned it in 
another places of Hujjatullah al-Baligha as well as in the introduction of his 
Al-Musauwa and Musajja and recognized it as a basic book on Hadith .* 

Shah Waliullah's most important works on Hadith are Al-Musauwa 
Sharh al-Muwatta in Arabic, Musaffa Sharh Muwatta in Persian and Sharli 
Tarajim Abwab al-Bukhari. Shah Waliuilah has done his explanations of the 
Muwatta based upon the transmission of Yahya bin Yahya al-Masmudi 
(d.234H./849). He has rearranged and rechapterized it according to his own 
thinking and planning and added the suitable Ayats of the holy Quran with 
the chapters and Hadiths, as it has been done by Imam al-Bukhari 
(d.256H./870) in Sahilt al-Bukhari. 1 

In his Sharh Tarajim Abwab al-Bukhari Shah Waliuilah has discussed 
on the most difficult and subtle matters of the science of Hadith. As he 
studied minutely Imam Bukhari's adopted system in his Al-Jami' al-Sahih , his 
method of chapterization, as well as meaning of those chapters and the 
relations among the chapters and Hadiths placed under them. 

Shah Waliuilah has successfully and scholarly done this difficult task 
and tremendous work. It is notable here that he has discussed on 24 parts 
(kitab) and 359 chapters (bab) and mentioned 13 basic points on the method of 
Imam Bukhari's chapterization. So far we know, no one before Shah Waliuilah 
had discussed on so large number of points relating to relevant subject 
matter. 3 



For details see chapter V section Iff. pp 242- 47 of this thesis 
‘-For details see chapter VI, section 1/B & C, pp 270- 27S 
3 - For details see chapter VI, section If pp 276-291 
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As per our knowledge, no serious attempt has so far been made to 
discuss the contribution of Shah VValiuilah in the field of Haditli of the 
Prophet (PBUH) analytically and critically, although the general books and 
articles have been written by some scholars from time to time. Their 

endeavours in this connection are highly appreciated. 

The present work is an attempt to discuss the efforts and endeavours 
of Shah Waliullah Dihlawi in the field of Hadith and its science with 

necessary analysis, comparison, criticism and commentary. 1 have tried to 
collect the materials from the original resources and books of Shah Waliullah 
and other writers books and articles. If there is anything found in the 

writings of writers which differs with the statement of Shah Waliullah or its 

basic theme or appears contradictory to bis total mission, then I have drawn 
the attention to the fact by quoting Shah Waliullah's own statements and 
necessary clarification. If there are different opinions of the scholars in the 
same event or matter then I have tried to quote them and prove what is 
more suitable according to the evidences and arguments, if I could, without 
inclining to any thought, sect or mazhab. 

I am neither claiming the completeness nor absolute correctness in every 
matter of my work. I have merely tried ray best to work exactly on Shah 
Waliullah and his contribution to Hadith literature and reach that target 
through this thesis based upon my limited ability by the help of Almighty 
Allah. 



This thesis is comprised of six chapters. The first chapter delves into 
the conditions of Muslims of Indian sub-continent in the eighteenth century. 
This chapter includes three sections. Those are - political condition, social 
condition and educational condition of Muslims of this territory with 
mentioning Shah Waliullah’s role in those conditions in brief. 
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The second chapter deals with the life sketch of Shah Waliullah. This 
chapter includes five sections. The first section mentions the ancestors of Shah 
Waliullah with his genealogical table which reaches to the second Caliph 
Umar (R.). The second section deals with his early life and education with 
mentioning his famous teachers of different mazhabs in India and Makka and 
Madina and building his personality as liberal, non-conventionalist and non- 
rigid and respectful to all mazhabs and becoming a strong speaker of 
preference the judicial opinions according to sound Haditlu The third section 
describes his teaching life, as he was a successful teacher, instructor of 
teachers, complete policy- maker, founder of a time-befitting educational system 
and includer of basic books of Hadith in the syllabus. This section also 
mentions the name of disciples of Shah Waliullah. The fourth section discusses 
on his wives and children which is a matter of disagreement among the 
writers. The fifth section mentions his works on different subjects especially 
on Hadith with short remarks and publication details. 

The third chapter is devoted to study the aqida and mazhab of Shah 
Waliullah. This chapter contains four sections. The first section mentions his 
aqida in general. The second section discusses his stand with Shi ite. The 
third section focuses on his view on tasawuf, whereas the fourth section 
investigates his mazhab of fiqh. 

The fourth chapter provides with a brief information about the 
development of Hadith study in Indian sub-continent from the very begining 
of Arabian Muslims' expedition to this territory (23H./388) till Shah Waliullah. 
This chapter has been distributed into four sections which include four stages 
of development of Hadith in this sub-continent. The first section mentions 
the names and short life sketch of famous Muhaddiths who contributed to 
Hadith literature from the begining of Arabian Muslims expedition to Indian 
territory to their fall (23H.-388/634-998). The second section gives short 
remarks about the renowned Muhaddiths who offered their services for the 
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Hadith from the begining of Gaznavids expedition (388-582H./998-1186) to 
Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi and Abdul Haq Dihlawi. The third section provides 
with the brief informations about Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi (d.l034H./l 624) and 
Shaikh Abdul Haq Dihlawi (d.l052H./1642) with mentioning the notable 
Hadith-scholars who were ascribed to their schools. The fourth section of this 
chapter deals with Shah Waliullah's particular and discriminative achievements 
in the field of Hadith with especial attention to his school and its 
productions. 

The fifth chapter discusses Shah Waliullah's view on the matters 
relating to science of Hadith ( Usul-i-Hadith ) with necessary analysis, criticism 
and comparison. This chapter comprises three sections. The first section deals 
with Shah Waliullah's view on the position of Hadith in Islamic Shari' ah. The 
second section related with his opinion on the different terms of the science 
of Hadith ( Mustalahat ) with mentioning the ways of conciliation among the 
apparently contradictory Hadiths and then the inner meanings (asrar) of 
Hadith. The third section describes analytically and critically the categories of 
books on Hadith (c — which have been mentioned by the Shah in 

his Hujjatullah al-Baligha with reasons and arguments. Besides this an 
especial attention has been given to prove the real position of Sahih al- 
Bukhari and Sunan Ibn Majah according to Shah Waliullah. 

The sixth chapter is devoted to study the three most important works 
of Shah Waliullah on Hadith. This chapter includes two sections. The first 
section describes his work on the Muwatta of Imam Malik (d.!79H./795) with 
necessary discussion on the position of the Muwatta according to Shah Waliullah 
which is a controversial matter among the scholars. This section also focuses 
on the two explanations of the Muwatta which have been done by Shah 
Waliullah. One of them is in Arabic language named Al-Musauwa Shark al- 
Muwatta and other in Persian language named Musaffa Shark Muwatta. The 
second section deals with his most deep and subtle work on the Sahik al- 




to 



Bukhari — the highest-ranked book on Hadith. As a great muhadditlt and 
profound faqih he successfully and scholarly has explained the meanings of 
the difficult chapters of Saltih al-Bukhari and described the relations among 
the chapters and Hadiths placed under them and mentioned thirteen basic 
formulas which help to understand the Sahih al-Bukhari. 
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PREFACE 



The present work seeks to investigate and study critically the 
contribution of Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dihlawi to Hadith literature Shah 
Waliullah Dihlawi was an outstanding scholar of Islamic sciences and 
especially of Hadith He lived in the eighteenth century C E , an age of down 
fall of Muslim power, political dissettlement, social degeneration and educational 
backwardness and indigence He tried his best to diffuse and dissemination the 
Hadith and establish its study and practice m the Muslim society of Indian 
sub-continent He wrote many valuable, wide extended, targetful, and farsighting 
books and articles relating to Hadith and its science 

As per our knowledge, no serious attempt has so far been made to 
discuss the contribution of Shah Waliullah in the field of Hadith of the 
Prophet (PBUH) analytically and critically, although the general books and 
articles have been written by some scholars from time to time 

Lhe present work is an attempt to discuss the efforts and endeavours of 
Shah Waliullah Dihlawi in the field of Hadith and its science with necessary 
analysis, comparison, criticism and commentary 1 have tned to collect the 
materials from the original resources and books of Shah Waliullah and other 
writers books and articles If there is any thing found in the writings of writers 
which differs with the statement of Shah Waliullah or its theme, or appears 
contradictory to his total mission, then 1 have drawn the attention to the fact 
by quoting Shah Waliullah's own statements and necessary clarification If there 
are different opinions of the scholars in the same event or matter I have tned 
to quote them and establish what is more suitable according to the evidences 
and arguments, if I could, without inclining to any thought, or sect or mazhab 

I am neither claiming the completeness nor absolute correctness in everv 
matter of my work, I have merely tried my best to work exactly on Shah 
Waliullah’s contnbution to Hadith literature and reach that target through this 
thesis based upon my limited ability by the grace and help of Almighty Allah 
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This thesis is comprised of six chapters The first chapter delves into 
the conditions of Muslims of Indian sub-continent in the eighteenth century 
This chapter includes three sections Those are - political condition, social 
condition and educational condition of Muslims with mentioning Shah 

Waliullah's role in those circumstances in bnef 

The second chapter describes the life sketch of Shah Waliullah This 
chapter includes five sections The first section mentions the ancestors of Shah 
Waliullah with his genealogical table which reaches to the second Caliph 
Umar (R ) The second section deals with his early life and education with 
mentioning his famous teachers of different mazhabs in India and Makka and 
Madina and building his personality as liberal, non-conventionalist and non- 
rigid and respectful to all Sunni mazhabs and becoming a strong speaker of 
preference the judicial opinion according to sound Hadith The third section 
describes his teaching life, as he was a successful teacher, instructor of teachers, 
complete policy- maker, founder of a time- befitting educational system and 
includer of basic books of Hadith m the syllabus The fourth section discusses 
on his wives and children which is the matter of disagreement among the 
writers The fifth section mentions his works on different subjects especially on 
Hadith with short remarks and publication details 

The third chapter devoted to study Shah Waliullah’s 'aqida and mazhab 
of fiqh This chapter contains four sections The first section mentions his 
aqida in general, the second section discusses his stand with Shi ite, the third 
section focuses on his view on lasawuf and fourth section investigates his 
mazhab of fiqh. 

The fourth chapter provides with a bnef information about the 
development of Hadith in Indian sub-continent from the very beginmg of 
Arabian Muslims' expedition to this territory (23H /388) till Shah Waliullh This 
chapter has been distnbuted into four sections which include four stages of 
development of Hadith m this sub-continent The fourth section of this chapter 
deals with Shah Waliullah’s especial and discriminative achievements m the 
field of Hadith with mentioning his school 
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The fifth chapter discusses Shah Waliullah's view on the matters 
relating to Usul-i Hadith with necessary analysis, criticism and comparison This 
chapter comprises three sections The first section deals with Shah Waliullah's 
view on the position of Hadith in Islamic Shan ah The second section related 
to his opinion on the different terms of the science of Hadith (usul-i-Hadiih) 
with mentioning the ways of conciliation among the apparently contradictory 
Hadiths and then inner meanings (asrar) of Hadith The third section descnbes 
analytically and critically the categories ot books on Hadith which have been 

manifested by the Shah in his Hujjatullah al-Bahgha with reasons and 

arguments 

The sixth chapter devoted to study Shah Waliullah's three most 
important works on Hadith This chapter includes two sections The first section 
descnbes his work on the Muwatta of Imam Malik (d 179H /795) with 
mentioning the position of the Muwatta according to Shah Waliuilah and 
discussing on its two explanations done by Shah Waliuilah, one of which is in 
Arabic named Al-Musauwa Sharh al-Muwatta and other is in Persian named 
Musaffa Sharh Muwatta The second section deals with his most deep and 
subtle work on i\\z Sahih al-Bukhari, the highest-ranked book on Hadith As a 
great Muhaddith and erudite in fiqh he successfully and scholarly has 
explained the meanings of the difficult chapters of the Sahih ul-Bukhari, and 
described the relation among the chapters and Hadiths placed under them, 

and mentioned thirteen basic formulas which help to understand the Sahih al- 

Bukhari 
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INTRODUCTION 



Shah Wahullah bin Abdur Rahim ai- Uman ai-Dihlawi (1 1 14-1 176H / 
17U3-1762) was a greatest Islamic scholar, world-renowned thinker, reformer, 
highly qualified personality, unparalleled theologian, incomparable muhaddith and 
Jaqth in Indian sub- continent He was a versatile genius and was respected and 
accepted by almost Muslims for his unusual intelligence, distinguished merit 
and true religious mind He was a prolific and voluminous writer He has 
covered the almost range of Islamic sciences and Muslims life in his writings 
and tried to guide them right way and show them true path The dimension of 
his life and work was spread over all spheres - religion, ethics, politics, judiciary, 
social reform, public administration, economics, Islamic education like lafsir, 
Hadith, Theology, i iqh, Jasawuf, history, biography, social science etc which 
contributed to flow and growth of history His imposing presence in all such 
fields was characteristically distinguishable from other personalities 1 he 
chequered life of Shah Wahullah Dihlawi which covered all sides of life and 
education is unique in the history of Muslims renaissance of the sub-continent 

It is surprising enough for every scholar who observes the circumstances 
of Shah Wahullah's period on the one hand and the large number of 
voluminous and valuable works done by him in different subjects on the other 
hand, by virtue of his high thought, farsighting, brilliancy, perspicacity and 
intelligence He was neither a customary writer nor a professional copyist but 
his books have their originality and authenticity His personality as a Muslim 
thinker is comparaparable with Imam al-Ghazali (d 505H /1 1 1 1 ) and as a 
muhaddith , faqih and theologian asiding from tasawuf, specially with Imam Ibn 
Taimiyah (d 728H / 1 328) 

Shah Waliuliah studied Hadith and jiqh under the renowned scholars of 
different mazhabs of India, Makka and Madina with inquisitive mind So, his 
thought and idea were influenced by all of them which helped him to be 
tolerant to every Sunni mazhab and then he prepared himself to choice the 




X 



more strong and more supported fiqhi-i- ma\ail after duly study and rmnuteh 
investigation and justification them according to sound Hadith 

Shah Wahullah originally was an erudite in Hadith and his unique title 
was Muhaddith , because of his extra ordinary, deep and concrete knowledge in 
this subject and for his keen interest in teaching it and spread this knowledge 
to all over the Muslim society He presented the Scnpture and Prophetic Hadith 
as eternal sources of guidance m the changing world, as the living guidance 
for humanity and not lifeless models or rituals The Prophetic method of 
teaching according to Shah Wahullah, is that generally speaking, the law 
revealed by a Prophet takes especial notice of the habits, ways and peculiarities 
of the people to whom he is specifically sent 

His endeavour to propagate Hadith through revival of its teaching and 
writing monumental works on the subject, set afoot the process of Islamic 
revival in the Indian sub-continent or rather m the whole Islamic world during 
the present era (which begins by the third decade of the twelfth century of 
Hijra and continues to the present day) It was such a great achievement that 
overshadowed all of his literary and intellectual attainments, and he came to be 
known as the Muhaddith Dihlawi , which really became an adjunct to his name 
Shah Wahullah emphasized very much in Hadith and its science as he stated 
"The fundamental and the best religious knowledge is that of Hadith " 1 

The religious institutions of Indian sub-continent before Shah Wahullah 
had been influenced by conventional rigidity and the teachers generally used to 
teach the Hadith for having blessings and to prefer the certain mazhah and 
they used to instruct in the classical prevailing fiqh without having proof in 
the holy Quran and sound Hadith The study of fiqh was usually to meet the 
Muslim states requirement of training the Qadhis 2 



Shah Wahullah, Hujjatullah al-Bahgha, with Urdu translation, Muhammad Manzur al-Wajidi 
Maktaba Thanvi, Deoband, 1986, introduction, p 24 
- Qadhi Justice for judicial appointment 
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Shah Wahuilah has criticized sharply those fuqihs who used to rela\ 
judicial opinions of particular mazhab without justification, and those so called 
muhaddithm who narrate every Hadith they got without scrutiny it whether it 
is sound or false or strong or weak 1 He has taken liberal way to study and 
teaching the Hadith and stayed out of the boundary of conventional rigiditv 
and tried to prefer the opinion of that mazhab which was proved more 
acceptable according to sound and strong Hadith 

Shah Wahuilah has created a new flow of the study and teaching of 
Hadith by review the method of ancient muhaddithm with commensuration to 
the contemporary problems, needs and demands of Islamic education 

As a great muhaddith Shah Wahuilah has discussed on various principles 
of Hadith and its science in his different books and manifested his opinion 
scholarly and bravely 

His excellent system of Hadith study and teaching had a deep and wide 
impression and impact on all over the learned Muslims and their educational 
institutes in the sub-continent and out of the sub-continent also His books 
relating to Hadith including its commentaries and explanations have gained the 
acceptance and admiration of the experts in Hadith and those have been 
considered as important references by Islamic scholars and religious institutes 
of the world 

Almost Islamic scholars and especially the Hadith experts who appear 
into view after Shah Wahuilah in the sub-continent are benefitet from him and 
indebted to him directly or indirectly and every Islamic educationist fill himself 
proud if he can connect his educational sequence of Hadith (s anadj to him 
May Allah bless Shah Wahuilah and give him the best reward 



Hujjatullah al-Bahgha, op cit , Chapter Hikayat Hal al-Nas ,p 1/371, Shah Wahuilah Al- 
Insaf fi Bayan Sabab al-Ikhtilaf ed by Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah Beirut 1398H pp 24-2S 




Chapter I 

Conditions of Muslims of India in the Eighteenth 

Century 



Eighteenth century in Indian sub- continent opened with two most 
important occurrences One was the birth of unparalleled Islamic scholar, thinker 
and reformer Shah Waliullah Dihiawi (1114-11 76H /1 703-1 772 ) and another was the 
death of righteous, pious and strong great Muslim ruler, Emperor Aurongzib 
Alamgir (reign-1 658-1 707) The times of this century were very uneas>, critical 
and ruinous fot Muslims m all spheres — political, social, educational etc In 
this chapter we are going to mention the political, social and educational 
conditions of Muslims of India in the eighteenth century under three sections 



Section I -Political Condition 

The Muslims of India in the eighteenth century were suffering from 
political instability and dissettlement like almost other Muslim countries In this 
regard an American wnter, Lothrop Stoddard said , "By the eighteenth century 
the Moslem world had sunk to the lowest depth of its decrepitude Nowhere 
were then any signs of healthy vigour, everywhere were stagnation and decay 
Government had become despotism tempered with anarchy and assassination 
Here and there a major despot like the Sultan of Turkey or the Indian 
Great Mughal maintained some semblance of state authority, albeit provincial 
rulers were for ever striving to erect independent governments, based, 

like their masters, on tyranny and extortion The provincial governor s, m 
turn, strove ceaselessly against unruly local chiefs and swarms of brigands 
who infested the countryside Beneath the sinister hierarchy giuancu the people, 
robbed, bullied and ground into dust"' 



i 



- Lothrop Stoddard, The New World ot Islam, London 



1921 



pp 20-21 
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Of what we know of the history of Indian sub- continent it can not 
be gainsaid that Aurongzib was the most powerful sovereign of the greatest 
kingdom that had ever in India after Ashoka the great 1 Sir Jadunath Sarkar 
stated, "Aurangzib's empire embraced, in the north, Kashmir and all Afghanistan 
from Hindukush southwards to a line thirty' six miles south Ghazni, on the west 
coast it stretched in theory to the northern frontier of Goa and inland to 
Belgaum and the Tungbhadra river Thereafter, the boundary passed west to east 
m a disputed and ever shifting line through the cenhe of Mysore, dipping 
south-east wards to the Coleroon river 2 In the north-east Chittagong and 

Monas river 3 divided it from Arkan and Asam " 4 

The history of Aurongzib is particularly the history of India for sixty 
years His own reign (1658-1707) covers the second half ot the 17th century 
and stands forth as a most important epoch m the annals of this country 

Islam made its last onward movement in India in this reign No provincial 

government has as yet set up his own rule and withheld revenue and 

obedience from the central power There were rebellions here and there, but no 
other crowned head raised itself to defy the Emperor of Delhi ever in any 
province 3 Almost all historian are agreed Aurongzib was an ideal person in 
many ways and was unrivalled in sound judgement, courage, firm determination, 
administrative ability and simple habits, pious in his personal life 6 Aurongzib 
was noted for his steadfastness to Islam and was, as such, popular with the 
majority of the army and the nobility in opposition to his other brothers 7 
He tried his best to eliminate the un- Islamic and innovation cultures which 
have interred the Muslim society from Hindus and Shi' ties specially in the 
reign of Emperor Akbar (1556-1604) On the other hand he established many 

Abul Hasan All Nadwi, Saviours of Islamic Spirit, English tr of Tankh -i- Da wat wa Azimat, 
by Mohiuddin Ahmad, Lucknow, 1993, Vol IV, p 27 

2 

- Coleroon river In north Tanjore 

3 - Monas river At the west of Gauhati 

4 - Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, Cambridge History of India, ed Sir Richard Bum,Delhi, 1971, Vol 1, p 3 

5 - Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, History of Aurongzib, Calcutta, 1973, Vol 1, introduction, p XI 

6 - Henry George Keen, The Fall of Mughal Empire, Delhi 1973, pp 19-20, Aziz Ahmad Studies m 
Islamic Culture in the Indian Environment, Oxford, 1964, p 196 

1 - Prof Muhammad Mohar All, History of The Muslims of Bengal, Imam Muhammad bin 
Sa ud Islamic University, Riyadh, 1406H /1 985, Vol 1A, p 375 




Islamic systemes like muhtasibs ] and appointed qacllm and gave them power to 
decide all cases in accordance with Islamic Shari' ah and took personal interest 
m the compilation of the Fatawa-i-'Alamgm, the great digest of Muslim law 
according to Hanafi mazhab Aurangzib interdicted many customs, festivals and 
practices prevailed in the Mughal palace before him 2 

The glorious throne of the great kingdom left by Aurongzib came 
to be occupied by those who had, it seems, taken a vow that they would 
redress the mistake committed by Aurongzib in the preservation of 
Islam and promulgation of its laws in India Their actions reflected their 
opposing tendencies in every direction Aurongzib had made the empire vast 
and strong by his diligence, vigour and sense of duty but they tried to atone 
his sense through their indolence, heedlessness, dependence on intriguing nobles 
and marry- making It was a misfortune not of the great Mugahls alone, but 
of India and entire Muslim community that Aurangzib's throne came to be 
occupied, one after another by weak and worthless men As God had willed it, 
the very first successor of Aurangzib was just his reverse 

Dunng the life time of Shah Waliullah (1114 -1176H /1703 - 1762) eleven 
Mughal kings ascended the throne m quick succession, 3 Those were 

1- Muhammad Mu'azzam Bahadur Shah, Shah 'Alam 1 (1707-12) 

2- Mu'izzuddin Jahandar Shah (1712- 13) 

3- Farrukhsiyar bin'Azimush Shan (1713- 19) 

4- Nikusiyar bin Akbar(1719) 

5- Rafi’ud Darajat bin Rafi'ul Qadar(1719) 

6- Rafi'ud Daula bin Rafi'ul Qadar(1719) 



Muhtasib Censor of public morals 

2 - Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, op cit , Vol II, p 299, Aziz Ahmad, op cit , pp 197-98, Abul Hasan Ah 
Nadwi, op cit , pp 27-28, Mas ud Alam Nadwi, Tankh al- Da wat al- Islamiyah fil- Hind, Cairo, 
1372H pp 127-28, Muhammad Mian, Ulama -i- Hind ka Shandar Mazi , Maktaba Rashidiya 
Karachi, 1412 H/1991, Vol l,pp 562-65 

-G N Jalbam, Teachings of Shah Waliyullah Dehlvi, Kitab Bhavan , Delhi, 1997, p 145, 

Abul Hasan All Nadwi, op cit , pp 29-30 
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7- Muhammad Shah bin Jahan Shah (1719- 48). 1 

8- Ahmad Shah bin Muhammad Shah (1748 - 54). 

9- Azizuddin Alamgir II bin Jahandar Shah (1754- 59). 

10 - Muhiyus Sunnah bin Kam Bakhsh bin Alamgir II (1759). 

11 -Shah Alam II bin Azizuddin (1759- 1806). 

Eleven kings donned the purple within a brief period of half a 
century ; some of them ruled for ten months or a little less than four months, 
some were kings in name only and puppet of the hands ot ministers, while 
others remained on the throne just for a few days like Muhiyus Sunnah 
(November 1759). 2 

Regarding the certain period after Aurangzib Sir Jadunath Sarkar said, 
"This period witnessed the deposition and blinding of one Emperor, the 
murder of another, the twelve year banishment from the capital and power 
of a third and ten months' reign of yet another crowned puppet in Delhi 
Horror is piled upon horror almost throughout the epoch. The Jats raised, 
Marathas contested for the lordship of Delhi, the Sikhs have established their 
rule over much of the Punjab. In Bengal, Bihar and Oudh up to Allahabad British 
administration has been established". 3 And when Shah Alam II rode into the 
capital of his fathers on the 6th of January 1772 then three months of the 
beginning of the Governorship of Warran Hastings, the estabhsher of British 
India already have been passed. 4 

The successors of Aurongzib had lost their grip on the provinces 
of the Empire and the capital Delhi had witnessed scenes of blood shed in the 
royal palace. The houses of the nobles had turned into breeding places of 
intrigues, and the crown of the once mighty Mughals had become just a toy 
in the hands of enterprising parties of the royal court. New powers, the 

For details see Cambridge History of India, op cit , pp 319-76 

3 - Abu I Hasan Nadwi , op cit , pp 29- 30 

-Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Calcutta, 1971, Vol 2, Preface, p III 

4 - Ibid, Preface, p III 
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Sikh and Jats had arisen high on the political horizon of the country 
challenging the already reduced authority of Muhammad Shah the ruling 
king (1719-1748) Marathas, of course had already asserted their presence 
on the political map of India , now they were well prepared reap from the 
confusion and weakness of the Mughal empire The rise of these rival forces 
encourage the half hearted loyalties at the court to turn into open revolt All 
this dealt a smashing blow to the administrative machinery and it was shattered 
into a debris of disorder, causing a sever blow to the royal prestige 1 

The successors of Aurongzib could not control the empire Muhammad 
Shah (1719-48) and Ahmad Shah (1748-1754) cared little for the complicacies 
and the problems of the empire and indulged m luxurious and comforts of life 
As a result of the weakness of the central authority, the head of the provinces 
claimed their sovereignty The invasion of Nadir Shah (in 1739) also weakened 
the empire 2 

The whole of Muslim India appeared to be swallowed by the internal 
and external enemies specially by Marathas Then came down Ahmad Shah 
Abdali (inl757) who joined by the Rohila chiefs, Najibud Daula, Sa adatullah 
Khan and Hafiz Rahmat, crushed the Maratha power m the third battle of 
Pampath in January 1761 3 Had Ahmad Shah Abdali , whose empire was in 
its youth and vigour, not left India like Nadir Shah , he might have extended his 
dominion from Afghanistan to Bengal But his hasty retreat from India , with 
innumerable sprinklings warring amongst themselves paved the way for 
gradual emergence of the British as the supreme power in India 4 

Throughout the long reign of Shah Alam,the last king Mughal (1759- 
1806) he remained a puppet in the hands of the ministers and the Marathas 

-AD Muztar, Shah Wall Allah - A Saint Scholar of Muslim India , National Commission on 
Historical and Cultural Research, Islamabad, 1979, p 43, Khaliq Ahmad Nizami, Shah Waliullah 
DAJavi ki Siyasi Maktubal, Aiigarhi, 1950, introduction, pp 1-5, Mohiuddin Ahmad, Sayid Ahmad 
Shahid, Lucknow, 1975, introduction, pp 7- 8 

- Abdur Rashid Bhat, Political Thought of Shah Wall Allah , Adnan Publisher, Delhi, 1996, p 82 

- Khaliq Ahmad Nizami, pp 2- 3, Mohiuddin Ahmad, p 8 

4 

-Mohiuddin Ahmad p 8 
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After his defeat m the battle of Boxer in 1964, he gave theDewamof Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa to the English East India Company and latter promised to 
pay him an annual tribute of Rs 26 Lakhs The whole of northern India was 
practically at the mercy of Marathas, Jats and Sikhs 1 In fact the English 
were the guardian and protector of the Emperor, while the pageant on the Delhi 
throne was a perpetual minor, under the protection and control of the 
British Government, without any volition or motion of his own 2 There was a 
treaty between Dawlat Rao Sindhia and Emperor Shah Alam named Sarji 
Anjangaon occurred on 30 December 1803 on different terms Thus the treaty 
makes the true end of Mughal Empire as a political institution 3 The last Mughal 
Emperor Shah Alam who has been blinded by the Rohila chiefs in 1988 died in 
1 806, after occupying the throne for 47 years 4 

The fundamental malaise of eighteenth century Islam in India was 
clearly perceived by Shah Waliullah ( 1703 - 1762 ) who saw the empire of the 
great Mughals crumbling before him The Shah had drawn up note not only detailed 
for social, fiscal, and political reforms but also strenuously endeavoured to 
restore a central authority m India m order to curb the forces of disorder and 
strife tearing the country apart It erroneous to assume as dose Wilfred 
Cantwell Smith that the Shah's political ambition was to restore Muslim power 
on the Mughal pattern 3 Had Smith said that the Shah's political ambition 
was to restore the Muslim power on the complete Islamic pattern it would have 
been more perfect statement 

Shah Waliullah was in touch with Ahmad Shah Abdah Durrani personally 
and invited him to India before the third battle of Pampath (1761) and also urged 
upon Najibud Daula 6 to put an end to the unbridled confusion then prevailing 
around Delhi but that was primarily to save the Muslims undergoing unbearable 

1- Abut Hasan All Nadwi, op cit , p 36, Cambridge History of India, op at , pp 414- 15 

2- Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, op cit , Vol IV, p 334 

3- Ibid pp 336- 37 

4- Abul Hasan Nadwi, p 37 

5- Wilfred Cantwell Smith, Islam in Modem History, New York, 1957, p 1 

6 - There are some letters of Shah Waliullah addressed to Najibud Daula See Shah Waliullah ki 
Siyasi Maktubat, Prof Khaliq Ahmad Nizami, op cit , letter No 3- 9, pp 58- 67, (7 letters) 




